Indirect Object Pronouns: Part I 

The indirect object (IO) tells us where the direct object (DO) is going. 

He gives the book to María. DO=Book
Where is the book going? To María. IO=María
He gives María the book. DO=Book
Where is the book going? To María. IO=María

The indirect object answers the question "To whom?" or "For whom?" the action of the verb is performed. 

He gives María the book. To whom does he give the book?
To María. IO=María
He buys me flowers. For whom does he buy the flowers?
For me. IO=me 

In order for a sentence to have an indirect object, it must have a direct object. Remember, the IO tells us where the DO is going. Notice how the sentences below just wouldn't work without a direct object. 

He gives María . . . ? the book, the pen, the diamond, etc.
He buys me . . . ? flowers, candy, an ironing board, etc. 

*****Sometimes the direct object is not stated; rather it is implied, or understood.***** 

My mother writes me every week. DO=letter (understood)
IO=me (My mother writes me a letter every week.)
She told him. DO=it (understood) IO=him (She told it to him.) 

To identify the indirect object use our two guidelines: 

1. The IO tells us where the DO is going. 

2. The IO answers the question "to whom?" or "for whom" the action of the verb is performed. 

When a pronoun takes the place of the name of the indirect object, use the following pronouns: 

me (me)                              nos (us)
te (you-familiar)                   os (you-all-familiar)
le (him, her, you-formal)      les (them, you-all-formal)

In an affirmative statement with one verb, the indirect object pronoun comes immediately before the conjugated verb. 

Juan me compra un regalo. John buys me a gift (a gift for me).
Juan te compra un regalo. John buys you a gift.(gift for you)
Juan le compra un regalo. John buys her a gift. (gift for her)
Juan nos compra un regalo. John buys us a gift. (gift for us)
Juan les compra un regalo. John buys them a gift.
John buys a gift for them.

Now, focus in on one part of each of the above examples: 

Juan me compra un regalo. John buys (for) me a gift.
Juan te compra un regalo. John buys (for) you a gift.
Juan le compra un regalo. John buys (for) her a gift.
Juan nos compra un regalo. John buys (for) us a gift.
Juan os compra un regalo. John buys (for) you-all (fam) a gift.
Juan les compra un regalo. John buys (for) them a gift. 

Let's extract the IO phrase and its English equivalent: 

The IO pronouns le and les present a special problem because they are ambiguous. That is, they can stand for different things. 

Le to (for) him to (for) her to (for) you-formal
les to (for) them to (for) you-all-formal 

The following sentences, while grammatically correct, are ambiguous: 

Ella le escribe una carta. Ella les escribe una carta. 

Out of context, there is no way we can know the meaning. 

Ella le escribe una carta. She writes him a letter.
She writes her a letter. She writes you (formal) a letter.
Ella les escribe una carta. She writes them a letter.
She writes you-all (formal) a letter. 

Since le and les can mean more than one thing, a prepositional phrase is often added to remove the ambiguity. 

Ella le escribe a Juan una carta.
Ella le escribe a su hermana una carta.
Ella le escribe a usted una carta.
Ella les escribe a sus padres una carta.
Ella les escribe a ustedes una carta. 

Sometimes a prepositional phrase is added not for clarity, but rather for emphasis. 

Juan me da a mí el dinero. John gives me the money.
Juan te da a ti el dinero. John gives you the money. 

There is no ambiguity in the following sentence. It can only mean one thing. 

Juan me da el dinero. John gives me the money. 

The addition of a prepositional phrase merely adds emphasis. 

Juan me da a mí el dinero. John gives me the money. 

Indirect Object Pronouns: Top of Form

A. Determine the direct object (DO) and the indirect object (IO). Write only the noun, not the article. 

He gave her the ring. 1.  DO= _______  2. IO=  ______ He sang them a song. 3. DO= _______  4.IO= ______ Give the dog a bone.  5. DO= ______    6. IO= ______
B. Choose the correct pronoun. 

7. Juan compra flores para ella. Juan __________      compra flores. 

8. El mesero da el menú a ellos. El mesero __________   da el menú. 

9. Ellos dan una propina a mí.
Ellos __________dan una propina. 

10. Compro el libro para ti. _________compro el libro. 

C. Translate the phrases. Do not abbreviate "ud" or "uds." 

Model: he gives her (dar) él le da 

11. we (masc) give them (dar) ____________________
12. she gives us (dar) ___________________________
13. they (masc) give us (dar) _____________________
14. they (fem) give her (dar) ______________________
15. you-all (form) give me (dar) ___________________
16. Sara buys me (comprar) ______________________
17. they (masc) buy you (fam) (comprar) ____________
18. we (masc) tell them (decir) ____________________
19. Susana writes to them (escribir) ________________
20. we (masc) bring to you (fam) (traer) _____________
In sentences with two verbs, there are two options regarding the placement of the indirect object pronoun. 

1. Place it immediately before the conjugated verb
2. Attach it directly to the infinitive 

Here are examples of the indirect object pronoun placed before the conjugated verb: 

Me necesitas dar un regalo. You need to give me a gift.
Te necesito comprar un sombrero. I need to buy you a hat.
Juan nos debe prestar el dinero. Juan must lend us the $.

Here are examples of the indirect object pronoun attached directly to the infinitive: 

Necesitas darme un regalo. You need to give me a gift.
Necesito comprarte un sombrero. I need to buy you a hat.
Juan debe prestarnos el dinero. Juan must lend us the $.

Here are the two methods side by side. Neither method is "better" than the other. 

Me necesitas dar un regalo. Necesitas darme un regalo.
You need to give me a gift.
Te necesito comprar un sombrero. Necesito comprarte un sombrero. I need to buy you a hat.
Juan nos debe prestar el dinero. Juan debe prestarnos el dinero. Juan must lend us the money.

Indirect Object Pronouns: Part III Top of Form

A. Fill in the blank in order to form translations that are true and correct. 

Model: She wants to give him the money. Ella le quiere dar el dinero. Ella quiere darle el dinero. 

He wants to give me the money.
1. Él me quiere _________el dinero.

2. Él quiere ________el dinero.

They want to give her something.
3. Ellos le _________dar algo.

4. Ellos quieren _________algo.

You need to buy us the house.
5. Nos necesitas ________la casa.

6. Necesitas ________la casa.

We want to sell them the car.
7. _________queremos vender el auto.

8. Queremos ________el auto.

Andrea wants to sell me the book.
9. Andrea _________quiere vender el libro.

10. Andrea quiere _________el libro. 

B. Fill in the blank in order to form sentences that are true and correct. 

Model: Debemos comprar la casa para ellos.
Debemos comprarles la casa. Les debemos comprar la casa. 

Debemos alquilar el apartamento a ellos.
11. Debemos _________el apartamento.

12. _________debemos alquilar el apartamento.

Juan tiene que prestar el dinero a mí.
13. Juan tiene que _________el dinero.

14. Juan _________tiene que prestar el dinero. 

C. Translate the following negative sentences. 

Model: I don't have to sell her the car. No tengo que venderle el coche. No le tengo que vender el coche. 

I don't have to tell her anything.
15. No tengo que ________nada.

16. No ________tengo que decir nada.

She can never buy me the car.
17. Ella nunca puede __________el auto.

18. Ella nunca __________puede comprar el auto.

They don't want to sell you the house. (use the tú form)

19. Ellos no quieren _________la casa.

20. Ellos no ________quieren vender la casa. Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

